FSTC 313

Some Comments on Common Writing Mistakes
Here are some general observations that should help you do a better job for future lab reports. Please read them and let me know if you have questions.
1. Your instructor and/or TA will give verbal instructions that supplement the written lab protocols. Take good notes, ask questions, don’t leave until you are 100% sure of your tasks and directions. 

2. Please read and follow the guidelines given on the format of the lab write-up.  
Remember to use references, as appropriate, and to make proper citations following the Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry’s style (as described in the guidelines given). 
Remember that all group members should sign the lab report and that only one lab report will be accepted per group. Discussions are individual and should be clearly identified with your name and included as part of your group’s lab report.
2.   Don’t plagiarize other people’s work. It was evident that some just copied and pasted directly from the textbook or from your lab partner. This is serious and will not be tolerated.
3. Write in 3rd person, past tense. These are experiments that have already been completed.

4. Writing skills:

· Extensive use of non-technical language to present and discuss ideas is not appropriate when you want to write in a technical or scientific manner. The following expressions are examples of “non-technical” language that should be avoided:
· “to begin with…”

· “such things as…”, “in such a way…”, “such as…”, “such a high/low…”, “for such reason”… etc.

· “the fact that”, “obvious that”, “very much so”
· “on the other hand”

·  “sort of”, “out of”, “because of…”, “the reason why…”

· “the second/third lowest”
· “seeing as that is”, “somewhere”, “in say…”

· “but still”, “hopefully not yet”

· “our guess”, “we can”, “you can”… all 1st persons.

· “last but not least”… “you definitely have to make sure”… “every single thing”… “makes sense”… “throughout the entire thing”.

· Avoid the extensive use of prepositions, particularly “the…”
· “the oxidation”, “the odor”, “the carrot”, “the fat”, “the water”… etc.

As an example, consider:

“…because of the oxidation of the fat” versus “…due to lipid oxidation”

